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“We Have the Most Complete Stock of Technical and 
Business Books on the Pacific Coast”’ 


SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY 


-ON-— 


TECHNICAL, SCIENTIFIC, BUSINESS 


& NON-FICTION BOOKS 


We supply LIBRARIES with NON-FICTION BOOKS at 
BETTER DISCOUNTS and in LESS TIME than any other 
wholesaler in CALIFORNIA. 


The reason is simple. We are SPECIALISTS, dealing 
in TECHNICAL and SCIENTIFIC BOOKS only, we 
carry no fiction. We are selling agents or depository 
for most of the publishers of non-fiction. Our stock of 
technical and scientific books is the largest in the West. 
Our experience includes the supplying of most of the 
larger libraries with technical books for many years 
and this experience and technical information is at 


your disposal. 


We stock the more important books of the following publishers. 


American Institute of Accountants 


American Society of Metals 

American Technical Society 

Appleton Century Company 
eo. Audel Company 

Aviation Press 

Bankers Publishing Co. 

Brookings Institution 

Bruce Publishing Company 

Chemical Catalog Company 

Chemical Publishing Co. 

Chemical Rubber Company 

Columbia University Press 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co. 

Dodd Mead & Co. 

F. J. Drake & Co. 

Gillette Publishing Co. 

Goodheart-Wilcox Co. 

Gulf Publishing Co. 

Harper & Brothers 

Norman W. Henley Co. 

Industrial Press 

International Textbook Co. 

Lane Publishing Co. 

J. B. Lippincott Company 

Longmans-Green & Co. 

The Macmillan Company 


Manual Arts Press 


McGraw-Hill Book Company 


C. V. Mosby Co. 


National Bureau Economic Research 


Nickerson & Collins Co. 
Nordeman Publishing Co. 


W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. 


Open Court Publishing Co. 
Orange Judd Publishing Co. 
Pencil Points Press 
Pergande Publishing Co. 
Pitman Publishing Corp. 
Popular Mechanics Press 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 


Radio & Technical Publishing Co. 


Reinhold Publishing Corp. 
Richard D. Irwin Co. 
Ronald Press Company 
Charles Scribner's Sons 
Simon & Schuster 
Simmons-Boardman Co. 


Small Arms Technical Publishing Co. 


Trautwine Co. 

D. Van Nostrand Company 
Whittlesey House 

John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
Yale University Press’ 


We have two stores, order from the branch nearest you. 


Technical Book Company 


808 S. Spring Street 
LOS ANGELES 
VAndike 6001 


407 Market Street 
SAN FRANCISCO 


YUkon 2262 
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BOOKS? 


_...of course 


And something more than just books... we here at 
Vromans are proud of the service we give to our cus- 
tomers... . Fortunately for us, and for you, we have 
close at hand those facilities which make it possible for 
us to sell service along with the books you may buy .. . 


A larger and more varied stock than can be 
found anywhere else on the Pacific Coast... 


A staff trained to handle library business in 
the way you like it done... 


*And prices and discounts that are very attractive. 


* 


A.C.VROMAN, 


Incorporated 
PASADENA, CALIF. 
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Efficient 


Service 


LEVINSON’S 
BOOK STORE 
SACRAMENTO 


BOOKS 


OF ALL 


PUBLISHERS 


We supply books of all 
publishers to libraries. 
Our entire staff is al- 
ways at your service. 
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THE 
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BOOK SHOP 


2335 TELEGRAPH AVENUE 
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DATE GROUP MEETING 


Sept. 15—Library Executives of 
Los Angeles County.................. 


MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR 


Compiled by the Regional Cooperation and Professional Relations Committee 


PLACE and TIME 


Glendale Public Library, 
SF.  iisvcti cst cinthescnaiecncsstuee Bi-monthly meeting 











SUBJECT or OCCASION 


Sept. 17—-S. F. Bay Reg. Chap. 
BA... sxc eel acticcehsrecenticcie 20" Be Onmeneet. «0 .First monthly meeting 
Oct. 3—School Lib. Assn. So. 
OE ences eect ketene Sat AR Ck once Book Breakfast 
Nov. 7—School Lib. Assn., So. 
BOGE. ck ee cna BAO TRIG ai eecctenncscecacinirterivent Book Breakfast 
Nov. 15-21—National Book Week..Hdq.: 62 W. 45th St., Theme: Forward With 


Dec. 5—School Lib. Assn, 
BS sich a lioccdacasangeonacinice 


Mitten’s Three-Dimensional Pin-on 
Bulletin Board Letters—used by high 
school, grammar school, lending and 
public libraries, Junior and Senior 
Colleges. Full information—G. W. 
Sanborn, 435 Hanover Avenue, Oak- 
land, California. 


Still Available: Special Libraries 
Association. San Francisco Bay Re- 
gion Chapter. Union List of Serials 


of the San Francisco Bay Region... 
Stanford University, Stanford Uni- 
versity Press, 1939. 283 p. $5.00. Ob- 
tainable from Stanford University 
Press, California. 

Special Libraries Association. San 


WOW WMS De W witeetdncintidens 


Elks Club, Los Angeles, 
Sah, aiiecdevintpdacenesbiees 


C.L. A. OFFICERS 1941-42 


Books 





Christmas meeting, lunch- 
eon, book exhibit 


Francisco Bay Region Chapter. 
Union List of Serials of the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Region Supplement, 1937- 
41 ... San Francisco, Author, 1942. 
$1.50. Obtainable from Avis Bryson, 
Fire Underwriters’ Association of the 
Pacific, Merchants Exchange Build- 
ing, Room 818, San Francisco, Calif 


Notice: The University of California 
Library at Berkeley has an incom- 
plete file of the U. S. Patent Office 
Specifications from 1872 to 1905 
which is available for the cost of 
boxing and transportation. Please 
communicate with the Division of 
Gifts and Exchanges. 






President, MABEL INNESS, A. K. Smiley Public Library, Redlands. 
First Vice President-President Elect, CLARA DILLS, San Mateo County Free 


Library, Redwood City. 


Second Vice President, DOROTHY M. DRAKE, Scripps College Library, 


Claremont. 


Executive Secretary, JEAN CASAD, P. O. Box 963, Sacramento. 
Treasurer, CORNELIA D. PLAISTER, Public Library, San Diego. 








CZ A Annual Meeting 
Cancelled! 


By vote of the Executive Board of the California Library 
Association, the annual meeting of CLA which was scheduled 
to be held at the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles, October 22-24, 
1942, has been cancelled. 


It did not seem wise to continue plans for this year’s meeting 
for several reasons. With public and private transportation ques- 
tionable and at a premium, it was felt that attendance would not 
represent state wide membership, but would be confined primarily 
to those members living in southern California. A small attend- 
ance would not bring in sufficient money to pay the expenses of 
the meeting. Interest has been diverted for the present time from 
such conventions to participation in actual war activities. Many 
organizations have cancelled both state and national conventions. 


At the present time the plan is to hold district meetings during 
the next year, and it is hoped that there will be a wider interest in 
such regional conferences and a more representative attendance 
than would be possible at a meeting for the whole Association 


this fall. 


The CLA Bulletin will continue to bring us news and articles 
that are important to our profession, and will be the means of 
exchanging ideas and information of interest to all California 
librarians until we can again have a state wide meeting. 


Mase INNEss, 


President. 





CALIFORNIANA 
A BASIC REFERENCE COLLECTION 


CaROLINE WENZEL 
California Section Librarian, State Library 


California is destined to play a large 
part in the program of national defense. 
Within recent months, large numbers of 
defense workers and men of the armed 
forces have come to our State. These per- 
sons are interested in California and are 
seeking information on various phases of 
her history. An increasing interest in the 
study of State history is also being shown 
by long-standing residents of California. 


Libraries welcome this opportunity to 
be of service. Many of the libraries have 
a good collection of California reference 
books and are equipped to furnish gen- 
eral information with efficiency and dis- 
patch. There are some, however, that 
have not been so fortunate; and these 
libraries may now desire to enlarge their 
collection of reference books in order that 
they can have answers to questions about 
the State more readily available. 


Libraries can increase their collection 
methodically by setting aside in each 
year’s budget a definite amount, however 
small, for the purchase of Californiana: 
books useful for general reference pur- 
poses; books dealing with the local his- 
tory of the county; and the popular 
books pertaining to California personali- 
ties and events. 

Much ephemeral material of local in- 
terest can often be obtained without cost. 
Collections of local telephone directories, 
city directories, great registers of voters 
and files of local newspapers are impor- 
tant reference tools and should not be 
destroyed for lack of space. They are 
proving to be of inestimable value to 
those citizens, defense workers, and men 
in the armed forces who are seeking, for 
government purposes, record of birth, 
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residence in state, or naturalization, in 
cases where original records are not avail- 
able. 

It seems impractical for the average- 
sized libraries to put great stress on ob- 
taining early original or source material 
in the field of Californiana at high prices. 
Rather should they aim to obtain reliable 
secondary material at moderate prices. In 
fact, librarians will do a real service to 
other libraries, if, when they come across 
a scarce California item in their collec- 
tion for which they seldom have use, they 
place it in the State Library. From there, 
if it happens to be a duplicate, the book 
can be circulated throughout the State 
upon special request. 

The California Section of the State 
Library with its fine collection of Cali 
forniana, including many of the rare or 
out-of-print books as well as up-to-date 
reference material, is for the use of all 
libraries. Requests made to your library 
for information about rare books of Cali- 
forniana and subjects requiring special: 
ized. research in this field can always be 
referred to that department. 

An abundance of books on California 
has been published, including many ex- 
cellent histories, guides and biographies. 
Although there is a lack of printed ma- 
terial on certain phases of our State’s 
history, it is hoped that with the increas- 
ing number of books currently being pub 
lished this condition will soon be reme- 
died. 

Phil Townsend Hanna's delightful lit- 
tle book, Libros Californianos, Cowan's 
Bibliography of the History of Califor- 
nia, and Wagner's The Plains and 
Rockies are all excellent for bibliographi- 
cal information about California books. 


Pp 
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The chapter entitled “A Commentary on 
Californiana” in Caughey’s California is 
a well-balanced, comprehensive and up- 
to-date survey of California literature. 


It is difficult to select arbitrarily a lim- 
ited number of California books suitable 
for reference purposes. The list present- 
ed here is not intended as a bibliography 
in the full scholarly sense, nor is it lim- 
ited in scope to history. It includes those 
books which have been found helpful in 
answering questions that are frequently 
asked about California. Most of the 
books listed are still in print. There are 
of course many worth-while books that 
are not included, but the following hun- 
dred titles would give any library in the 
State a good, basic collection of reference 
material on California. It is a suggestive 
list for a public library collection, to be 
supplemented with local history material 
of the city or county in which the library 
is located. 


Anderson, Hobson Dewey. CALIFORNIA STATE 
GovERNMENT. Stanford University, Stan- 
ford University Press, 1942. 

Bancroft, Hubert Howe. CHRONICLES OF THE 
BUILDERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH. San 
Francisco, The History Co., 1891-92. 7v. 

——TuHeE Works or HusBert Howe BAn- 
CROFT. San Francisco, 1882-1890. 39v. 
The following volumes pertain specifically to 

California: 
NaTIVE Races, v.1-5 (Works, v.1-5) 
History OF CALIFORNIA, v.1-7 (WorRKS, v. 
18-24) 

The “Authorities Quoted,” a compre- 
hensive bibliography, appears at the be- 
ginning of v.1, and the much-consulted 
“Pioneer Register and Index, 1542-1848,” 
is found at the end of v.2-5. 

CALIFORNIA PASTORAL lv. (Works, v.34) 

CALIFORNIA INTER PocuLa, lv. (WorKS, v. 
35) 

POPULAR TRIBUNALS, v.1-2 (Works, v. 
36-37) 

EssAYS AND MISCELLANY, lv. (WorRKS, v. 
38) 

LITERARY INDUSTRIES, lv. (WorRKSs, v.39) 

Berger, John Antone. THE FRANCISCAN Mis- 
SIONS OF CALIFORNIA. New York, G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons, 1941. 

Bolton, Herbert Eugene. ANza’s CALIFORNIA 
ExpepiTions. Berkeley, University of Cali- 
fornia Press, 1930. Sv. 


——RIM OF CHRISTENDOM; A BIOGRAPHY OF 
EuseBio Francisco Kino, Paciric Coast 
PIONEER. New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1936. 


Brewer, William Henry. Up AND Down CaLr 
FORNIA IN 1860-1864; THE JOURNAL OF 
WituiaM H. Brewer. Ed. by Francis P. 
Farquhar. New Haven, Yale University 
Press, 1930. 


Bryant, Edwin. WHat I Saw IN CALIFORNIA: 
BEING THE JOURNAL OF A TOUR...IN THE 
YEARS, 1846-1847. New ed. Santa Ana, 
The Fine Arts Press, 1936. 


California. Constitution. CONSTITUTION OF 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND OF THE 
Unitep States. Compiled by Paul Mason. 
Sacramento, California State Printing Of- 
fice, 1941. 

California. Constitutional Convention, 1849. 
REPORT OF THE DEBATES IN THE CONVEN- 
TION OF CALIFORNIA, ON THE FORMATION 
OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION, IN SEPTEM- 
BER AND OcToBER, 1849. By J. Ross 
Browne. Washington, Printed by J. T. Tow- 
ers, 1850. 


CALIFORNIA, ed. by John Russell McCarthy. 

Los Angeles, Powell Pub. Co. 9v. 

v.1 PATHFINDERS, by R. G. Cleland. 1929. 

v.2. SPANISH ARCADIA, by Mrs. Nellie Van 
de Grift Sanchez. 1929. 

v.3. THE Great TREK, by Owen C. Coy. 
1929. ¢ 

v.4. Gotp Days, by Owen C. Coy. 1929. 

v.5. SONGS AND STorIEs, by Edwin Mark- 
ham. 1930. 

v.6. OxcaRT TO AIRPLANE, by Rockwell D. 
Hunt and W. S. Ament. 1929. 

1.7. MARCH oF INDusTRY, by R. G. Cleland 
and P. O. Hardy. 1929. 

v.8. LAND oF Homes, by F. J. Taylor. 1929. 

v.9. OuTpoor Heriracez, by H. C. Bryant. 
1929. 


CALIFORNIA Blue Book, or STATE ROSTER. 
— California State Printing Office, 
1907. 

This edition includes a cumulative list of 
state senators, assemblymen, and other offi- 
cials. 

California Historical Society. THE RussIANS 
IN CALIFORNIA. San Francisco, California 
Historical Society, 1933. 

California Miners’ Association. CALIFORNIA 
MINES AND MINERALS. San Francisco, Press 
of Louis Roesch Co., 1899. 

Caughey, John Walton. CaLiFornia. 
York, Prentice-Hall, 1940. 

Chalfant, Willie Arthur. DEATH VALLEY; 
THE Facts. Stanford University, Stanford 
University Press, 1930. 

Chapman, Arthur. THe Pony Express; THE 
RECORD OF A ROMANTIC ADVENTURE IN 
— New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1932. 


New 





Chapman, Charles Edward. THE FOUNDING OF 
SPANISH CALIFORNIA, 1687-1783. New 
York, The Macmillan Co., 1916. 


———A History or CALIFORNIA, THE SPANISH 
Periop. New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1921. 


Cleland, Robert Glass) THE CATTLE ON A 
THOUSAND HILis; SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
1850-1870. San Marino, The Huntington 
Library, 1941. 


——A History or CALIFORNIA; THE AMERI- 
CAN Periop. New York, The Macmillan 
Co., 1922. 

Clements, Edith Gertrude. FLOwERs OF COAST 
AND SIERRA, WITH THIRTY-TWO PLATES IN 
Cotor. New York, The H. W. Wilson Co., 
1928. 

Colton, Walter. THREE YEARS IN CALIFORNIA: 
1846-1849. New York, A. S. Barnes & Co., 
1850. (Several editions.) 

Coy, Owen Cochran. CaLiForNiA CouNTY 
Bounparigs. Sacramento, California State 
Printing Office, 1923. 

—GUIDE TO THE CouUNTY ARCHIVES OF CALI 
FORNIA. Sacramento, California State Print- 
ing Office, 1919. 

‘THE HuMsBotpt Bay REGION, 1850- 
1875; A STUDY IN THE AMERICAN COLONI- 
ZATION OF CALIFORNIA. Los Angeles, The 
California State Historical Association, 1929. 

PictoriAL History OF CALIFORNIA. Ber- 
keley, University of California Extension Di- 
vision, 1925. 

Cummins, Ella Sterling. THe Story OF THE 
Fires, A REVIEW OF CALIFORNIAN WRITERS 
AND LITERATURE. San Francisco, Co-opera- 
tive Printing Co., 1893. 

Daggett, Stuart. CHAPTERS ON THE HISTORY 
OF THE SOUTHERN PaciFic. New York, 
The Ronald Press Co., 1922. 

Dale, Harrison Clifford. THe ASHLEY-SMITH 
EXPLORATIONS. Rev. ed. Glendale, A. H. 
Clark, 1941. 

Davis, William Heath. SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS 
IN CALIFORNIA. A reissue and enlarged illus- 
trated ed. of “Sixty Years in California,” ed. 
by Douglas S. Watson. San Francisco, J. 
Howell, 1929. 

Dawson, William Leon. THe Birps oF CALI- 
FORNIA; A COMPLETE, SCIENTIFIC AND Pop- 
ULAR ACCOUNT OF THE 580 SPECIES AND 
SuB-SPECIES OF BinDS FOUND IN THE STATE. 
Students’ ed. San Diego, South Moulton 
Co., 1923. 3v. 

Drury, Aubrey. CALIFORNIA, AN INTIMATE 
Gurwe. New ed. New York, Harper & Bros., 


1939. 

Eldredge, Zoeth Skinner. THE BEGINNINGS OF 
SAN FRANCISCO, FROM THE EXPEDITION OF 
ANnzA, 1744, TO THE CiTy CHARTER OF 
Apri 15, 1850. San Francisco, Z. S. Eld- 
redge, 1912. 

~——ed. History oF CALIFORNIA. New York, 
The Century History Co., 1915. Sv. 
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Eliot, Willard Ayres. Forest TREES OF THE 
Paciric Coast. New York, G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1938. 


Englehardt, Charles Anthony. THE Missions 
AND MISSIONARIES OF CALIFORNIA. San 
Francisco, J. H. Barry Co., 1908. 4v. and 
index. 


Farquhar, Frances Peloubet. PLACE NAMEs OF 
THE HicH Sierra. San Francisco, Sierra 
Club, 1926. 


Federal Writers’ Project. California. CaLiror- 
NIA; A GUIDE TO THE GOLDEN STATE. New 
York, Hastings House, 1939. 


Ferrier, William Warren. NINETY YEARS OF 
EDUCATION IN CALIFORNIA, 1846-1936. Ber- 
keley, Sather Gate Book Shop, 1937. 


Forbes, Alexander. CALIFORNIA, A History OF 
Upper AND Lower CALIFORNIA. San Fran- 
cisco, John Henry Nash, 1937. (Reprinted 
from the original 1839 ed.) 


Glasscock, Carl Burgess. A Gotpen Hicu- 
WAY; SCENES OF History's GREATEST GoLpD 
RusH YESTERDAY AND Topay. Indianapolis, 
The Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1934. 


Goodwin, Cardinal. THe EsTABLISHMENT OF 
State GOVERNMENT IN CALIFORNIA, 1846- 
1850. New York, The Macmillan Co., 1914. 


Gray, Arthur Amos. History OF CALIFORNIA 
FROM 1542. Boston, D. C. Heath & Co., 
1934. 


Hanna, Phil Townsend. CALIFORNIA THROUGH 
Four CEeNnTuRIES; A HANDBOOK OF MEMo- 
RABLE HISTORICAL DaTEs. New York, Far- 
rar & Rinehart, 1935. 


Lispros CALIFORNIANOS; OR Five FEET OF 
CALIFORNIA Books. Los Angeles, J. Zeitlin, 
Primavera Press, 1932. 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde. RoMANTic CiTIEs OF 
CaLiFoRNIA. New York, D. Appleton-Cen- 
tury Co., 1939. 

Historic Spots in CALIFORNIA. Stanford Uni- 
versity, Stanford University Press. 3v. 

THe SouTHERN Counties, by Hero E. 
Rensch and Ethel G. Rensch. 1932. 

VALLEY AND SIERRA Counties, by Hero E. 
and Ethel G. Rensch and dred B. 
Hoover. 1933. 

CounTIES OF THE Coast RANGE, by Mil- 
dred B. Hoover. 19377. 

Hittell, Theodore Henry. History or Catt 
FORNIA. San Francisco, N. J. Stone & Co., 
1885-98. 4v. 

Hulbert, Archer Butler. FoRTY-NINERS; THE 
CHRONICLE OF THE CALIFORNIA TRAIL. Bos- 
ton, Little, Brown & Co., 1931. 

Hunt, Rockwell Dennis, ed. CALIFORNIA AND 
CALIFORNIANS. Chicago, Lewis Pub. Co., 
1926. Sv. 

——A Snuort History oF CALIFORNIA, b 
Rockwell D. Hunt and Nellie Van de Grift 
Sanchez. New York, Thomas Y. Crowell 
Co., 1922. 
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Hurt, Elsey. CaLirorniA STATE GOVERN- 
MENT; AN OUTLINE OF ITs ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORGANIZATION. Sacramento, Supervisor of 
Documents, 1936-1939. 2v. 


Jackson, Joseph Henry. ANnysopy’s GOLD; 
THE STORY OF CALIFORNIA MINING Towns. 
New York, D. Appleton-Century Co., 1941. 


James, George Wharton. THE LAKE OF THE 
Sxy, LAKE TAHOE IN THE HIGH SIERRAS OF 
CALIFORNIA AND NevabDA. Boston, L. C. 
Page & Co., 1928. 


Jepson, Willis Linn. A MANUAL OF THE FLow- 
ERING PLANTS OF CALIFORNIA. Berkeley, 
Associated Students Store, University of 
California, 1925. 

——THE TREES OF CALIFORNIA. Berkeley, 
Sather Gate Bookshop, 1923. 

Kennedy, Elijah Robinson. THE CONTEST FOR 
CALIFORNIA IN 1861. Boston, Houghton, 
Mifflin Co., 1912. 

King, Clarence. MOUNTAINEERING IN THE 
SterRA Nevapa. Ed. and with a pref. by 
Francis P. Farquhar. New York, W. W. 
Norton & Co., 1935. (First pub. in 1872.) 

King, Elmer R., comp. HANDBOOK OF Histori- 
cAL LANDMARKS OF CaLirorNiA. Los An- 
geles, E. R. King, 1938. 


Knowland, Joseph Russell. CALIFORNIA, A 


LANDMARK History; STORY OF THE PRES- 
ERVATION AND MARKING OF EARLY Day 
SHRINES Oakland, Oakland Tribune, 1941. 
Kroeber, Alfred Louis. HANDBOOK OF THE IN- 
DIANS OF CALIFORNIA. Washington, Govern- 


ment Printing Office, 1925. 

Lewis, Oscar. THe Bic Four; THE STORY OF 
HUNTINGTON, STANFORD, HOPKINS, AND 
CROCKER, AND OF THE BUILDING OF THE 
CenTRAL PaciFic. New York, A. A. Knopf, 
1938. 

Lienhard, Heinrich. A PIONEER AT SUTTER’S 
Fort, 1846-1850; THE ADVENTURES OF 
HEINRICH LIENHARD. Los Angeles, Califia 
Society, 1941. 

Mackey, Margaret Gilbert. EARLY CALIFORNIA 
CostuMEsS, 1769-1847, AND Historic FLacs 
oF CaLiForRNIA. Stanford University, Stan- 
ford University Press, 1932. 

MacMinn, George Rupert. THE THEATER OF 
THE GOLDEN ERA IN CALIFORNIA. Caldwell, 
Idaho, The Caxton Printers, 1941. 

McMinn, Howard E. AN ILLUSTRATED MAN- 
UAL OF CALIFORNIA SHRUBS. San Francisco, 
J. W. Stacey, 1939. 

McWilliams, Carey. FACTORIES IN THE FIELD; 
THE STORY OF MIGRATORY FARM LABOR IN 
CALIFORNIA. Boston, Little, Brown & Co., 
1939. 

Manly, William Lewis. DEATH VALLEY IN °49; 
AN IMPORTANT CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 
PIONEER History. New York, W. Hebbard, 
1929. (First ed. pub. in 1894.) 

Mather, Wiley W. THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CatiForniA. Rev. ed. Boston, Allyn & Ba- 
con, 1942. 


Muir, John. MounTAINs OF CALIFORNIA. New 
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Shinn, Charles Howard. Mininc CAMPs; A 
StuDY IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. New 
York, C. Scribner’s Sons, 1885. 

Soulé, Frank. THE ANNALS OF SAN FRAN- 
cisco; CONTAINING A SUMMARY OF THE 
History OF CALIFORNIA, AND A COMPLETE 
History oF Its Great City. By Frank 
Soulé, John H. Gihon and James Nisbet. 
New York, D. Appleton, 1855. 
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ROBERT ERNEST COWAN, 1862-1942 


Sir Robert, as he was affectionately 
known to his intimates, died on May 


29, 1942, at his home in Los Angeles, 


after an illness of two months. The 
California Library Association has lost 
one of its oldest members, Cowan being 
number 32. His monument is the Bibli- 
ography of the History of California, 
published in 1914 by the Book Club of 
California, and reissued in 1933 in en- 
larged form. With all its sortcomings 
“Cowan” is unique and therefore indis- 
pensable. 

The late bibliographer was born at 
Toronto, Canada, of Irish parentage, and 
came to San Francisco in 1870. From 
1882 to 1884 he studied medicine in the 
University of California. Then he 
worked as ‘cellist in a San Francisco 
theater orchestra and gave organ lessons. 
In 1895 he turned to bookselling, under 
the tutelage of Patrick J. Healy, and con- 
tinued in this profession until 1919. 
From 1920 to 1933 Cowan was libra- 
rian to the late William Andrews Clark, 
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Jr. In 1894 he married Marie Margaret 
Fleissner (d. 1940), and their son Robert 
Granniss Cowan survives them. Cowan's 
clubs were the Grolier and Zamorano, 
and he was made one of the few honor- 
ary members of the Society of California 
Pioneers. The University of Southern 
California conferred upon him the hon- 
orary degree of Master of Arts in 1929. 


Cowan’s own writings were chiefly in 
his chosen field of Californiana. A post- 
humous publication is due from the 
Ward Ritchie Press: Reminiscences of 
the Early Booksellers of San Francisco, 
which was dictated to a secretary pro- 
vided by the Press and revised by the 
author just before his death. 


Finally, a brief tribute to Sir Robert's 
vast and unrivalled knowledge of Cali- 
forniana, matched by a memory unim- 
paired by time or age; his courtesy, 
charm, sociability, his Irish wit and 
rhetoric, his absolute devotion to books. 


—L. C. POWELL 





PROPOSED COORDINATION OF 
WAR INFORMATION CENTERS IN CALIFORNIA 


JEROME K. WILCOx 
University of California Library, Berkeley 


After nine months of war, it would 
seem advisable for libraries in the State 
to look into their position with respect 
to the role they should continue to play 
in the war efforts. Probably the pro- 
posals which will be suggested herein 
should have been made many months 
ago; but also, perhaps, the need for some 
of them would not have been as clear 
then as now. 

The two most important things the 
libraries can do are the following: first, 
continue to conduct locally campaigns 
to secure books for the armed forces; 
and second, act as civilian defense and 
war information centers. The former, 
namely, the securing of good books 
locally for the armed forces, needs only 
to be expanded to a permanent periodic 
service. It is the latter point, the estab- 
lishment of information centers for the 
duration, upon which I particularly wish 
to elaborate. 

At the present time, within the State 
as well as within the nation as a whole, 
there appears to be considerable unne- 
cessary duplication of effort. The fol- 
lowing are a few of the national distri- 
bution schemes tried which are also 
operating in the State: 


1. The attempt of the Office of Govern- 
ment Reports to distribute packets to 
over 1,600 libraries. 

. The attempt of the School and College 
Civilian Morale Service of the Office of 
Education to set up 140 war informa- 
tion centers, six of which, so far, are 
located in California. 

. The set-up by the Office of Civilian 
Defense of 200 defense information 
centers in libraries to receive regularly 
packages of publications of OCD, OPA, 
WPB, Office of Defense Health and 
Welfare Services, Library of Congress 
and others. 


These efforts, and others, were more or 
less made independently, and conse- 


quently the risk of unnecessary over- 
lapping and duplication immediately 
arose. Then, too, the fact that curtail- 
ment of the use of paper and ink is 
probably just around the corner has not 
been considered. Also, with the conver- 
sion of manpower from peacetime to all 
out wartime industries, it will be in- 
creasingly difficult to find personnel qual- 
ified to operate successfully war infor- 
mation centers. Therefore, it is high 
time we attempt to coordinate in order 
to eliminate overlapping in distribution, 
and to prepare a state-wide program that 
can operate for the duration. To achieve 
this end the following suggestions are 
made: 

First, the public libraries in each city 
and county should act as clearing houses 
for information pertaining to civilian 
defense and other war efforts which 
might be made by the citizens of the 
city and county. These same libraries, 
also, might serve as reference informa- 
tion centers for city and county defense 
councils. The resulting collections should 
be confined mainly to the more popular 
and easily readable material for the 
citizens, with the reference collection 
made up largely of books and pamphlets 
in the field of civilian defense, the pam- 
phlets selected from publications of the 
California State Council of Defense and 
the Office of Civilian Defense. All col- 
lections in the city libraries of the State 
could be selected and confined mainly to 
a working collection of the important 
reference material only. In the case of 
the public libraries located in the large 
metropolitan areas of Oakland, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, more exten- 
sive collections would be necessary be- 
cause of the concentration of population, 
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war industries, and federal and state 
government agencies. 


Second, the California State Library 
at Sacramento, through its close contact 
with the county library system in Cali- 
fornia, might form the next link in the 
chain as a place where the county libra- 
ries could seek material pertaining to 
civilian defense not in their own collec- 
tion. Here, also, a comprehensive col- 
lection of federal publications plus the 
municipal, county, and state publications 
of California, as well as the more impor- 
tant documents of the other forty-seven 
states, should be maintained. In other 
words, information could be sought first 
in city libraries, then in county libraries, 
and lastly in the State Library itself. 

Third, the two largest branches of the 
University of California, located at Berk- 
eley and Los Angeles, should serve as 
a final link in the chain, and on both 
campuses should be maintained as com- 
plete and comprehensive collections as 


possible of official federal, state, city, 
county and foreign government publica- 
tions concerning civilian defense and 
allied war efforts. These collections need 
not be concentrated into one, but may be 


dispersed. For example, at Berkeley, 
the Library of the Giannini Foundation 
and the Documents Division and Agri- 
cultural Reference Service of the Gen- 
eral Library have most of the publica- 
tions pertaining to war and agriculture. 
The Bureau of Public Administration 
Library has the material from city and 
county defense councils within the State 
as well as from other states. The Bu- 
reau of Public Administration Library 
and the Documents Division of the Gen- 
eral Library together have one of the 
most complete collections of the publica- 
tions issued by the state defense coun- 
cils available. The most extensive col- 
lection of federal, foreign and European 
governments in exile publications is con- 
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tained in the Documents Division of the 
General Library. By maintaining at the 
two branches of the University complete 
and comprehensive collections, the Uni- 
versity libraries system can be responsible 
for all information not obtainable 
through the county and State Library 
set-up. In addition, the Berkeley and 
Los Angeles libraries of the University 
can be the storehouses for complete col- 
lections, offering the services of such ex- 
tensive collections to all federal and 
state agencies working directly in the 
field of civilian defense and promoting 
the war. This valuable service can be 
rendered especially in view of the fact 
that so many regional offices of the fed- 
eral government, as well as state offices, 
are located in Berkeley, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. They can also serve 
the war industries in the State as refer- 
ence and research centers for the un- 
official publications as well as the official. 


To summarize, briefly, the city library 
would attempt, primarily, to supply civ- 
ilians with popular and non-technical 
information pertaining to air raids, 
blackouts, and other aspects of civilian 
defense. In the larger cities they might, 
also, act as the information centers for 
the local defense council. In the metro 
politan areas of San Francisco, Oakland 
and Los Angeles, the public library be- 
comes a comprehensive war and civilian 
defense information center. Likewise, 
the California State Library at Sacra- 
mento, as the final link in the city- 
county set up, will maintain a compre: 
hensive collection. Finally, the Univer- 
sity at Berkeley and Los Angeles will 
maintain two collections, as complete as 
possible, of official and unofficial mate- 
rial. With this program in operation, 
the tax-supported institutions in the 
State will be able to render the greatest 
services to the citizens, industries, and 
government agencies within its borders, 
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while, at the same time, avoid unneces- 
sary duplication in all endeavors. Add- 
ing to this picture the collection of 
World War II, which, undoubtedly, 
will be added to the Hoover Library at 
Stanford University, California will be 
a well equipped information center for 
the duration, as well as a depository of 
historical source material for the future. 


With the above coordinated program 
put into operation for the duration of 
the war, the libraries in the State could 
then be fitted into one of several schemes 
of distribution. The selected packet dis- 
tributions of the Service Division, Bu- 
reau of Public Inquiries, Office of War 
Information,* and many of the publica- 
tions of the Office of Civilian Defense to 
be distributed also by this Bureau should 
go primarily to city and county libraries. 
In the case of the smaller public libraries 
which feel they should have some ma- 
terial on civilian defense and American 
war efforts, only a small selected group 
of official publications would be neces- 
sary. The Oakland, San Francisco and 
Los Angeles public libraries and the 
California State Library already are de- 
pository libraries for federal documents. 
Legislative or executive action should 
provide these libraries with federal proc- 


essed documents as well as state docu- 
ments. 


The University of California libraries 
at Berkeley and Los Angeles are also 
federal depository libraries. Until such a 
time as legislative or executive action 


*Formerly U. S. Information Service, Office of 
Government Reports. 


gives them depository collections of proc- 
essed federal documents and those of the 
state and municipal governments, they 
should maintain on each of the cam- 
puses, so far as possible, by gift, purchase 
or exchange, complete collections of all 
municipal, county, state, federal and 
foreign publications pertaining to civilian 
defense and American and allied war 
efforts. These two collections should be 
maintained as reference information cen- 
ters, as well as permanent collections for 
use of future scholars. 


The university and college libraries, 
such as Stanford, U. S. C., and Pomona, 
will collect according to their curricula 
needs only. The three libraries men- 
tioned might be designated by the Office 
of Education as war information centers 
along with the Berkeley and Los Angeles 
campuses of the University of California. 


This would keep down all unnecessary 
duplication of official publications to a 
point where very few, if any, issuing 
agencies would challenge the distribu- 
tion. Most of the libraries will prob- 
ably have need of only those publications 
which are informational, or give essential 
facts. Such a program, also, should keep ° 
at a minimum duplication of distribution 
from federal and state agencies. No 
library should be denied official publica- 
tions which will actually be used, but 
few libraries in the State really need, or 
want, complete collections of the official 
publications related to civilian defense 
and war efforts. 





LIBRARY SERVICE TO JAPANESE ASSEMBLY 
AND RELOCATION CENTERS 


MaBEL R., GILLIS 
State Librarian 


Libraries in various parts of California 
have been faced with the problem of giv- 
ing some assistance to the assembly and 
relocation centers for Japanese. In this 
endeavor libraries all over the State have 
assisted those that were immediately con- 
cerned. 


We have had twelve assembly or re- 
ception centers in California functioning 
under the Wartime Civil Control Ad- 
ministration, and we have two perma- 
nent relocation centers under the War 
Relocation Authority. The reception 


centers were located at or near Fresno, 
Marysville, Merced, Pinedale, Pomona, 
Sacramento, Sanger, Santa Anita, Stock- 
ton, Tanforan, Tulare and Turlock. The 
relocation centers are at Manzanar (in 


Owens River Valley in Inyo County), 
and Tule Lake (P. O. Newell) in Modoc 
County. Several of the assembly centers 
have now been evacuated. 


The magnitude of the problem caused 
by the Japanese centers is evident from 
the fact that the establishment of Man- 
zanar more than doubled the population 
of Inyo County, as did the Tule Lake 
Center in Modoc County. It was mani- 
festly impossible for either the Inyo or 
Modoc County Library to assume the 
whole burden of service to these centers. 
Also in other localities, existing libraries 
did not have the necessary facilities for 
serving a greatly augmented population. 
Requests for books for the assembly or 
reception centers were filled when pos- 
sible by sending discards from the near- 
est library. While this was not ade- 
quate library service in any sense of the 
word, it did tend to fill the demand in 
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some degree. Libraries at a distance con- 
tributed when necessary and possible, 
and the State Library is giving supple- 
mentary service such as is given to city 
and county libraries, but can send no 
general book collections for deposit. The 
State Library has also given advice about 
the planning and arrangement of the 
library rooms in the relocation centers. 
In addition to this service from public 
libraries, many individuals and organiza- 
tions have donated books to the centers 
and the Japanese themselves have placed 
many of their own books in the libraries. 


The two relocation centers will have 
trained librarians and books especially 
purchased for their needs. These books 
will be selected for school use and for 
general reading. . In addition to with- 
drawn books which were sent to the 
centers, two or three public libraries 
have placed branches in the centers tem- 
porarily. In all cases libraries should 
secure permission from their governing 
bodies before making donations to the 
camps or giving branch or special re- 
quest service. Also it is advisable not 
to lend direct to individuals but 
through the person designated as libra- 
rian. An interesting exception to this 
policy was made by the Los Angeles 
school system which, through a special 
arrangement, is lending books direct to 
former pupils from the school library 
collection in order that these pupils may 
continue their school work. 


As far as we can find out, there is 
only one Japanese in the State with 
library training. A graduate of Mills 
College, she has had her course at the 
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University of California School of Li- 
brarianship and was first at Tanforan 
but has now been transferred to Man- 
In other centers residents who 
had some experience in libraries—such 
as clerical work, page duty and book 
mending—have been chosen to work in 
the center libraries wherever possible. 
One county library gave a prospective 
evacuee some training in library pro- 
cedure at the request of the educational 
director of the center. Any work in a 
library proves helpful in setting up some 
system of lending the books that have 
been gathered at the various centers. 


zanar. 


Many librarians have been and are 
continuing to be most generous in their 
interest and in their contributions, and 
this cooperation with the War Reloca- 
tion Authority and the Wartime Civil 
Control Administration is greatly appre- 
ciated by those governmental bodies. 
Mrs. Lucy W. Adams, who was for- 
merly with the California Association 
for Adult Education and is well known 
to many librarians, is Director of Edu- 
cation and Recreation of the War Re- 
location Authority. She has charge of 
setting up the school system and the 
libraries. Her office is in the Whitcomb 
Hotel, San Francisco. 


PATRICIA O’FLYNN DUTCHER 


Mrs. Patricia O. Dutcher, head of the 
Arts and California Department of the 
Pasadena Public Library and prominent 
member of art and library organizations 


of the State, passed away July 30, 1942. 
Although she had been seriously ill since 
last December, her friends were shocked 
and greatly saddened by the news of her 
death. 

Patricia Dutcher joined the Pasadena 
Library staff in 1923. When the depart- 
ment of fine arts was established, she was 
given the responsibility for its organiza- 
tion. She became well known in south- 
ern California as a lecturer on art and 
music, and her enthusiasm and acumen 
resulted in her being called constantly 
to serve the public. The prompt, joyous 
response she gave to these calls made a 


perfect link between the public and the 
library, as shown by the library’s reliance 
on her leadership in many civic organiza- 
tions. 

At the time she became ill, she was 
active in the Pasadena Library Evening 
Concert Series, the Library Club and 
the Tuesday Musicale. She was on the 
board of directors of the Pasadena Fes- 
tival of Music, and on the advisory com- 
mittee of the Pasadena Museum of Art 
and of the Civic Ballet. 


Mrs. Dutcher had been active in li- 
brary associations both local and na- 
tional. For two years she headed the 
Pasadena Library Club, and had also 
participated in committee work of the 


CLA and ALA. 

















The Executive Secretary of the California 
Library Association has been notified that 
the following members are now with the 
Army or Navy of the United States. Those 
whose names are starred (*) are serving as 


*BARRY, MRS. —— C. 
BULL, MARSH W 

COLBY, EDWARD 
COMAN, EDWIN T., Jr. 
*COOPER, MARY K. 
*DENT, RACHEL 
*FAIRCHILD, MRS. MARJORIE UTT 
FINNEY, JOHN D., Jr. 

*PRIED, LILLIAN 

GEROULD, ALBERT C. 

*GILL, GLADYS L. 

*GRAY, EDITH E. 
*HICKENLOOPER, ELIZABETH 


Personnel changes in libraries of the state 
have continued at such an accelerated pace 
during the past few months that one can 
never be quite sure which person is still filling 
what position. 


For the second time within a year Cali- 
fornia has lost one of its most valued libra- 
rians to a state library in the Pacific North- 
west. It was just last fall that ELEANOR 
STEPHENS became State Librarian of Oregon. 
At the end of July this year Kern County’s 
Chief Librarian, GRETCHEN KNIEF SCHENK, 
resigned to take office as Librarian of the 
Washington State Library at Olympia. She 
recently surprised her friends with news of 
her marriage June 22, 1942, in El Paso, 
Texas, to Frank Schenk of Summerdale, Ala. 


ELEANOR WILSON was appointed to suc- 
ceed Mrs. Schenk as Kern County Librarian, 
and EpitH TayLor goes from Tuolumne 
County to replace Miss Wilson as head of 
the Tulare County Library on September 15. 
EsTHER L. MARDON, formerly assistant in the 
Butte County Library, becomes Tuolumne 
County Librarian on September first. 


CaROLINE S. WATERS really started the 
shuffle in California county library positions 
with the announcement last spring that she 
was retiring from the position of San Ber- 
nardino County Librarian on July 15, 1942. 
She had filled that post since the inception of 
the San Bernardino County Library in 1914. 
Mrs. CaRMA ZIMMERMAN, formerly Orange 
County Librarian, was appointed to succeed 
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CLA MEMBERS WITH THE ARMED FORCES 





HERE TODAY... 


librarians for various units of the armed 
forces. There are undoubtedly other mem- 
bers whose names should be brought to our 
attention. Please send a report of them to 
the CLA Executive Secretary, P. O. Box 963, 
Sacramento, California. 





JUNKERT, WILLIAM E. 
LONG, RALPH 
McCORMICK, PETER J. 
*MACNAIR, MARGARET 
*MILLSPAUGH, ELIZABETH L. 
MOON, JAMES W. 

*MORRIS, VIRGINIA £. 
*RYAN, ELOISE 
*SCHUERMAN, ESTHER 
*SMITH, XENOPHON P. 
*UGLOW, SADIE ERNESTINE 
*WEMMER, FREDERICK A. 
WHITMAN, AINSLEY 








Miss Waters, and Mrs. MARGARET Mori 
SON was promoted from Assistant Librarian 
of the Orange County Library: to be its chief. 

EpirH Gray was succeeded as Siskiyou 
County Librarian in June by Dorotny 
RussELL, formerly assistant in the Plumas 


County Library. Miss Gray became Libra- 
rian for the Navy's Armed Guard Center on 
Treasure Island. 

FREDERICK A. WEMMER, in turn, took 
leave from the Solano County Library to 
become a post librarian in the armed forces. 
Mail will reach him at A.P.O. 942, Seattle, 
Wash. The former Assistant Librarian, HELEN 
Luce, will be in charge of the Fairfield library 
during his absence, and CATHERINE W. Frus 
was appointed as the new assistant. 


When Ratpu LonG went into the Army, 
Mrs. KATHERINE DOMBAUGH was named his 
successor as Librarian of the Ukiah Public 
Library. Then Mrs. IRMA BRUTON returned 
to the head position in the Woodland Public 
Library after Mrs. Dombaugh’s resignation 
early in July. Mrs. Bruton had held that 
post prior to 1934. 


In the Orland Public Library GLapys 
WesTaBYy succeeded Mrs. B. H. SMITH as 
City Librarian. 

Mrs. JOSEPHINE CorBIERE resigned in July 
as Librarian of the Redding Public Library. 
CHARLOTTE P. LAMBERT was appointed to 
succeed her. 

Mrs. JENNIE BOLT became Librarian of the 
Gridley Public Library following the resigna- 
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tion of BERNICE GiLsTRAP on July 1 after 
nine years of service in that position. 


Librarian of the Goodman Public Library, 
Napa, got herself a new name recently by 
marriage, becoming Mrs. ELLA WHITTLE 
PIMENTEL. Mrs. Donald McDonald is the 
former ALICE PARRISH, assistant in the Lodi 
Public Library. MAupDE McMILLAN, mar- 
ried to A. R. Hamilton on July 18, will con- 
tinue in her position of cataloger in the San 
Bernardino County Library. 


During his leave of absence for military 
service, ALBERT C, GEROULD’s place as head 
of the College of Pacific Library, Stockton, 
will be taken by Mrs. Monreo Potts. 


RuTH Bubp, formerly of Santa Ana, is the 
new children’s librarian at Oroville Public 
Library. Miriam Hawkinson fills a similar 
position at Burlingame Public Library. Mar- 
GARET MACKELLAR is assistant at Richmond 
Public Library. 


The retirement of Arice J. Haines, head 
of the State Library's Documents Section 
since 1909, became effective August 31, 1942. 
Miss Haines had worked in the State Library 
for nearly 37 years, being appointed first in 
October, 1905, as assistant in the California 
Section. She will be succeeded by EvELYN 
Huston, formerly librarian, Bureau of Gov- 
ernmental Research Library, U.C.L.A. 


While Mrs. Vera D. SMALLEY is on leave 
for a year from the Yorba Linda Library 
District Library, Mrs. R. C. CocHRAN is 
acting librarian. 


Among Kern County Library's many staff 
changes are these: ALTA BELLERUD, formerly 
of North Dakota, is the new children’s li- 
brarian at the Oildale Branch; Mrs. Exiza- 
BETH WALTHALL succeeded KATHERINE 
Hotpripce in the Baker Street Branch on 
September 1. The county librarian’s secre- 
tary, CLEMENCE MIER, was married on Aug’ 
ust 6 to Earl E. Lilburn. 


DoroTHy PILGRIM was appointed August 
1 to the Boys and Girls Library, Bakersfield. 
Mrs. MARGARET Moore BUTLER resigned 
from the Kern County Library to be married 
on that date and will live in Vacaville. ARpis 
Huts is now children’s librarian of the Taft 
Branch of the library. 


Rusy Winick, of the Sacramento County 
Library, is now Mrs. George K. Millett. And 
Mrs. F. J. Schreiber is the former HELEN La 
Von ALLEN of Oakland City Library. 

Mrs. Betty Beck SLATEN resigned from 
the library of Presidio Junior High School, 
San Francisco, to direct the WPA projects 
in Army camps in Utah. 

LEONA GRINNELL, formerly librarian of 
San Jose Adult Center, has joined the staff 
of the San Mateo Public Library. 


Mrs. Doris Gates HALL left the San Jose 
State College staff in August to join that of 
the U. C. School of Librarianship as Lecturer 
of Children’s Literature. Her position and 
courses at San Jose have been taken by 
ELIZABETH GROvES. Miss Groves was re- 
cently in charge (1938-40) of the Children’s 
Book Selection for the ALA Booklist. 


EuceNe Hart, until recently assistant li- 
brarian of Enoch Pratt Public Library in 
Baltimore, and formerly on the Los Angeles 
County Public Library staff, is now Librarian 
of the Pacific Aeronautical Library in Los An- 
geles. JOANNA ALLERDING has joined his staff. 
And Mrs. HELEN MaAcINTOSH succeeds Miss 
Allerding as technical reference librarian of 
the Los Angeles County Public Library. An- 
other change on the Los Angeles County 
Library staff is the appointment of Mars. 
A.ice Lewis as chief of the reestablished Di- 
vision of Work with Schools. 


Etinore Hewitt of the Berkeley Public 
Library resigned to marry Thomas Nickerson 
and has moved to Fresno. HELEN DULIK 
replaces Mrs. Nickerson as assistant in the 
North Branch. Marian DENNY has been 
appointed assistant in the circulation depart- 
ment of the main library. Another marriage 
on the staff was that of MARIAN HINsvVARK, 
catalog assistant, to Walfred E. Johnson. 

Mrs. KATHARINE PEDLEY has taken a po- 
sition at the Samuel Gompers Trade School 
in San Francisco. She was formerly librarian 
of the State Social Welfare Department, Sac- 
ramento. IsABEL Ross has been appointed to 
the staff of the Ventura County Li rary suc’ 
ceeding Louise Daviges who resigned to take 
a newspaper position. Mrs. FRANCILLA Gop- 
DARD has been given a position on the staff 
of the Santa Ana Public Library. 


The duties of assistant librarian of Chico 
Public Library were taken over July 18 by 
KATHRYN THORNBURG, who was formerly 
employed in the city and county libraries at 
Modesto. The position was recently made 
vacant by the resignation of GwENDOLYN 
TRACY. 

DorotHy CHANDLER has resigned from the 
post of librarian at the Menlo Junior College 
to enter war work for the duration. 

RuTH MILLER is now in charge of the Fine 
Arts and California Department of the Pasa- 
dena Public Library. Mrs. Atice G. Wiz- 
LIAMS, on leave for a year from September 1, 
is being replaced temporarily in the Contra 
Costa County Library by Patricia CLarRK. 
Mary SELKIRK is a recent addition to the 
San Mateo County Library staff, and Mrs. 
Karen Loynp, formerly secretary to Sydney 
B. Mitchell of the U. C. Library School, is 
now in charge of the Millbrae Branch of that 
county library. 

Other position changes are listed under 
“Academic Library Notes,” page 23. 
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A BROWSING CORNER FOR PARENTS 


Doris Horr, Librarian, Pasadena Public Library 


Dodd, Mead 


Pasadena, for many years, has had 
groups interested in parent education, 
the training of the young child and the 
prevention of juvenile delinquency. "Way 
back in 1927-28 Dr. Gertrude Laws, a 
state figure in education, conducted 
classes in adult education for parents of 
young children. And ever since 1929 
Pauline Gartzman, another adult educa- 
tion teacher of distinction, has continued 
this work, holding weekly classes regu- 
larly at the Public Library. These have 
been exceedingly well attended up until 
the black-out nights of these recent 
months and even then 30 to 50 parents 
braved the exigencies of first aid, air raid 
alarms, voluntary service demands and 
tire conservation. The largest meeting 
brought 250 men and women interested 
in the welfare of their children. 

This presents the background of the 
interest which has been constantly nur- 
tured and which has been gradually 
growing in the community, especially as 
it has developed critical analysis on the 
part of parents, directed towards them- 
selves and their families. Even in these 
times when airplane factories and other 
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IN DEFENSE OF MOTHERS 


Kanner 


war industries have such great allure for 
women, Dr. Laws, now Pasadena’s direc- 
tor of eduction for women, constantly 
preaches the gospel of the unsurpassed 
patriotic contribution which women can 
make in managing a well ordered home 
and making of it a place of beauty and 
tenderness for their men folk and their 
children; men and children who, well- 
nourished and well adjusted, can take 
heart and stand out from the darkness of 
these days because they have been 
warmed by the glow of happy human 
relationship in their common everyday 
life together. 

With this need in mind the library 
welcomed the opportunity to collaborate 
with the clinical psychologist of the Pasa- 
dena City Schools, Ella-Mason Stubbs, 
in the compiling of a reading list for 
parents. Miss Stubbs had felt the need in 
her clinical work, as others did, for a 
practical well-annotated list, not too 
long, which would be sound in theory, 
and which in non-technical language 
would answer some of the questions 
which trouble parents of children from 
infancy through adolescence. 
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We were fortunate in having the 
assistance of outstanding specialists in 
the field of guidance and adult educa- 
tion in checking for completeness and 
organization of the master list of some 
300 titles and in the careful selection of 
53 titles which form a fine nucleus for 
a small library for parents. Dodd, Mead 
generously supplied an amusing cut to 
make the printed list appealing. P.T.A. 
groups, welfare bureaus, visiting nurses, 
family welfare agencies, all helped in 
bringing it to the attention of parents. 
In fact it has been a cooperative venture 
from the start and not only the many 
organizations represented in the Coordi- 
nating Council but all educational and 
social welfare groups have participated. 
The local papers have given it generous 
publicity. The School Board paid for 
printing of the leaflet. 


A parent’s Browsing Corner was then 
set up at one end of the Circulation 
Hall, near the entrance to the Children’s 
Room and close to the section for young 
adults. Fitted with attractive homelike 
furniture, including a reading lamp and 


chairs for the little tots, the corner has 
all the appearance of a small home li- 
brary. On the shelves are books of 
interest only to parents, with a few pic- 
ture books to amuse the children while 
their parents browse. 


The Corner has about 300 books drawn 
from the master list, which are arranged 
under six headings: infancy and early 
childhood, adolescence, sex education, 
behavior and adjustment problems, par- 
ent-child relationships and books of gen- 
eral background. Good fiction which 
deals with family life finds its place along 
with the others. Some parents prefer 
to take their reading that way, and many 
a novel sheds gleams of wisdom on such 
problems as these. 


The Browsing Corner for parents is 
just an attempt to help out in the proper 
raising of children in these days when 
mother is doing her bit at the Red Cross 
and father is attending air raid warden 
school. It has reached the status of 
popularity in a few short months, and 
the library is taking almost parental 
pride in its growth. 
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ACADEMIC LIBRARY NOTES 


LAWRENCE CLARK POWELL 
University of California Library, Los Angeles 


Acquisitions 

Driven out of China by the advance 
of Japanese troops, the California Col- 
lege in China has come to the United 
States and is now functioning on the 
Berkeley campus of the University of 
California. Much of the library, con- 
sidered the finest on China in the Orient, 
was rescued and is now in the collection 
of the university library. Claremont Col- 
leges Library bought the remarkable 
Matthew Arnold collection cataloged re- 
cently by Basil Blackwell; included are 
approximately six hundred items by and 
about the Victorian author. University of 
Southern California Library purchased a 
collection of materials, chiefly pamphlets, 
on the slave trade and slavery. 


In the last annual report of the direc- 
tor of the Stanford University Libraries 
we read: “Since wartime conditions have 
prevented the free and continuous flow 
of materials from outside the United 
States, the staff has concentrated its 
attention on the acquisition and organi- 
zation of ephemeral material issued or 
distributed in this country. The influx 
into the Library of publications of opinion 
and pressure groups and organizations 
has continued to increase, and methods 
intended to preserve all data of interest 
to students of propaganda and public 
opinion have been devised.” 


The Library of the Graduate School 
of Business, Stanford University, has re- 
ceived as a gift the major portion of the 
books of account, minute books, and cor- 
respondence of the Pacific Improvement 
Company and its subsidiaries. This col- 
lection consists of 279 ledgers, journals, 
and minute books, 42 transfer cases of 
correspondence, and 150 drawers of 
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vouchers. The period covered is from 
1868 to 1925. 


The Pacific Improvement Company is 
the successor to two earlier companies 
formed by Stanford, Huntington, Hop- 
kins, and Crocker; the Construction and 
Finance Company, which built the Cen- 
tral Pacific, and the Western Develop- 
ment Company which was organized to 
construct the Southern Pacific. The Pa- 
cific Improvement Company was formed 
in 1878 by Huntington, Crocker, and 
Stanford to build railroads, invest in 
railroad securities, and administer their 
joint interests. At one time this Com- 
pany owned control of the Southern 
Pacific. This is an interesting addition 
because of its close association with Stan- 
ford University. 


The Casa Pan Americana at Mills 
College this summer and the receipt of 
special gifts in its behalf made possible 
intensive purchasing in South American 
literature. The “Thirty Children’s Books 
from South America” listed by the ALA 
were purchased and exhibited at the 
Casa. Lloyd M. Robbins, of the San 
Francisco bar, an authority on com: 
munity property, has made a donation of 
several hundred books on the subject 
from his own collection to the law library 
of the University of San Francisco. A 
collection of autographed first editions of 
George Sterling has been acquired by 
the Dominican College of San Rafael. 


The last issue of The Friends of the 
Huntington Library, a pamphlet issued 
occasionally by the organization of the 
same name, states that the library owns 
107 first editions of the 140 titles listed 
in Merle Johnson’s High Spots in Ameri- 
can Literature (1929) and is seeking 
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to acquire the remainder. A “high 
spot” of the recent Huntington Library 
conference on regional California history 
was Lindley Bynum’s talk (without 
benefit of notes) on archive and manu- 
script sources for Southern California 
history. The Occidental College library 
has been actively enlarging its Robinson 
Jeffers collection. 


U.C., Berkeley, acquired 444 works 
dealing with Latin American linguistics, 
and 1500 volumes on the State of Ta- 
basco, the latter group going into the 
Bancroft Library. 


Staff Activities and Changes 


Mary Duncan Carter, director of the 
University of Southern California School 
of Library Service, received the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy this summer 
from the University of Chicago Gradu- 
ate Library School. Dr. Carter's disser- 
tation is entitled ““A Survey of Montreal 
Library Facilities and a Proposed Plan 
for a Library System”; the emphasis is 
sociological. Also at U.S.C., as instruc- 
tor in Book Selection and Reference, 
Hazel Pulling is replacing Elizabeth Opal 
Stone, resigned due to ill health. Frances 
M. Christeson, head reference librarian 
for the past thirteen years, resigned to 
become assistant librarian of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. Helen Azhderian is acting head 
of the reference department. 


Seymour Lubetzsky, chief classifier, 
and John Renaker, stack supervisor, have 
resigned from the U.C.L.A. library to 
engage in defense work. U.C.’s Jack 
Plotkin has been given leave to serve 
with the Red Cross. The marriage of 
Arline Kern (U.C.L.A. °30, U.C. 
School of Librarianship °31) and Benja- 
min Allen Custer (Oberlin "31, Western 
Reserve School of Library Science °32) 
took place on August 23d in Pomona. 
Mrs. Custer, who is past chairman of 


the Los Angeles Regional Group of 
Catalogers, resigned from her position in 
the Catalog department of the Clare- 
mont Colleges library; Mr. Custer has 
been head cataloger at U.C.L.A. since 
1939. 

Fulmer Mood, assistant professor in 
the U.C. School of Librarianship, was 
married to Constance Marion Chandler 
of Hollywood, on July 3d in San Fran- 
cisco. Mrs. Mood is a graduate of Scripps 
College and holds a doctorate in psychol- 
ogy from the University of Southern 
California. 

Because of the illness of the Bancroft 
Library’s director, Herbert I. Priestley, 
director emeritus Herbert E. Bolton has 
returned to active duty. A biography of 
Hubert Howe Bancroft has been nearly 
completed by John Walton Caughey, 
U.C.L.A. historian. 


Edwin T. Coman, Jr., Librarian of 
the Stanford School of Business Library, 
before entering the armed forces was 
appointed director of training by the 
Stanford Civilian Defense Council. Dur- 
ing the spring quarter he organized the 
training program for air raid wardens 
and taught a portion of the course. He 
also served as Associate Chief Air Raid 
Warden and Watch Officer on the 
campus. 

Santa Clara University Library has 
added two catalogers to its staff during 
the past year: Isabel Price and Ruth Fee, 
both from the College of St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minn. The catalog is under- 
going a complete revision, with L. C. 
cards being used for the first time. Since 
the entire staff is new in the past two 
years, this is only a small sample of the 
changes taking place. At present, plans 
are being made for the accommodation 
of a collection of books on military 
science to be added during the next few 
months, in accordance with the military 
policy of the university. 





At Random 


On the basis of the excellence of its 
collections for advanced study and re- 
search in 53 specified fields, the Univer- 
sity of California Library has been 
placed third among the libraries of the 
nation in a survey completed by the 
American Library Association. 


Los Angeles City College library 
has given up closed stacks for the dura- 
tion, owing to the uncertainty of obtain- 
ing student helpers. Helen E. Haines’ 
long-awaited book on the novel is con- 
solidating and advancing the fine reputa- 
tion earned by its predecessor, Living 
With Books. Whenever we are inclined 
to despair over the sated and cynical at- 
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titude of some librarians toward their 
stock in trade, we dip into Haines and 
emerge refreshed.. What do librarians 
read, anyway? Doubtless the answer is 
contained in a host of library school 
theses. These notes, however, are being 
compiled in the shade of a Japanese 
lantern tree (question not our patriot- 
ism) without benefit of reference tools. 
We should like to see in this Bulletin a 
symposium on what librarians read in 
their spare time (sic). Would “mys- 
teries” sweep the field? By the way, 
breathes there one of us who has not 
read The Widening Stain? Our favorite 
reading in this particular field is the late 
Montague Rhodes James's Collected 
Ghost Stories. 


THE ART OF BOOK SELECTION 


FRANCES CLARKE SAYERS 


Certainly the art of book selection is 
the most fascinating task of the librarian. 
It demands of its practitioner as much as 


any muse asks of her devotee: imagina- 


tion, vision, judgment and balance, con- 


cern for the needs of humanity, and the 
creative ability to fit the books to the 
men, women and children who are to 
benefit by their use. To these talents 
must be added the hard-headed and 
clear-sighted gift of common sense, 
which can reckon with budgets and dis- 
counts, and can also weigh value against 
value. The best talents of a large mind 
and a generous spirit are stretched to the 
limit by this task of book selection, and 
the book collection of any library charts 
as plain as a compass the character and 
personality of those who have made it. 

For the children’s librarian there is 
the added obligation which one feels 
inherent in any relationship with chil- 
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dren. Theirs is the bright hope of the 
future, and the hope must be sustained 
and advanced. This is peculiarly true 
of the year ahead. If there is to be a 
heightened spiritual sense, a world with- 
out wars, a “brave new world” free 
from fear, and prejudice and exploita- 
tion, here in children are the seeds of 
its coming. The books they read are 
party to the forming of their minds, and 
their determination. 

There must be, therefore, no under- 
estimation of the reach of children’s 
understanding, and no uncertainty or 
hesitation in giving them the best. It is 
an era in which we must all exceed our 
reach, children as well as adults, and 
in this children are more likely to suc- 
ceed. Librarians can well make a show 
of faith in their abilities by sharing with 
them the best without regard to limits 
of “reading readiness,” or grade, or age. 
or any other arbitrary standard. 
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Many librarians will find the curtail- 
ment of their book funds an added in- 
centive to sharpened judgment and a 
higher standard of selection, just as the 
editors will be most certain of the quality 
of manuscripts before they bring them 
to life in printers’ ink. Children’s li- 
brarians, too, will find it advisable to 
look backwards, weighing replacements 
against new titles, and seeing with new 
insight the timeless as well as the timely. 


It is certain that the timely has a 
greater interest for children today than 
formerly. The immediacy of war touches 
children as never before, due to the pres- 
ence of the radio and the news reel, as 


Frances Clarke Sayers, until recently lec- 
turer on Children’s Work in the Library 
School of the University of California, has 
now succeeded to the multiple responsibilities 
of Anne Carroll Moore who lately retired 
as Supervisor of Children’s Work in the New 
York Public Library. All who were so for- 
tunate as to attend the institute conducted 
by Mrs. Sayers for the Section for Work 
with Boys and Girls of the ALA, preceding 
the convention in San Francisco in 1939, will 
remember her graciousness, her ability as a 
leader and her sincere and workable idealism. 
Out of her busy days, Mrs. Sayers has found 
time to write a message of encouragement to 
her many friends and acquaintances in the 
CLA, which, without doubt, includes its en- 
tire membership. 

* * * 

During the past year the Boys and Girls 

Sections of both the ALA and of the CLA 


well as to the experience of having older 
brothers and fathers in the service. This 
is a legitimate interest, and must be 
served, and the books and stories which 
are concerned with the world at war 
must find room on the shelves of chil- 
dren’s libraries. 


All I have tried to say in this brief 
article is expressed in the remarks of a 
boy who came to one of the branches 
of the New York Public Library. He 
proudly showed the librarian what he 
had found. It was Defending America. 
“Look,” he said, “I've got it at last. 
Now if I can only find The Wind in the 
Willows to read again, I'll be fixed.” 


have held long discussions on the increasingly 
complicated problem of book selection. In an 
attempt to answer questions concerning this 
problem, to offer new methods of approach 
and to emphasize successful standards in use, 
a series of articles has been planned. The 
intention is to present the opinions and sug- 
gestions of some of the most experienced chil- 
dren’s specialists in the field of book review- 
ing, book selection and book production. One 
of these articles or a selected, annotated list of 
current children’s books is to appear in each 
issue of the CLA Bulletin. Suggestions and 
criticism from children’s librarians will be 
greatly appreciated. It is only by the vocal 
cooperation of the entire Section for Library 
Work with Boys and Girls that a valuable 
and instructive organ can be built to serve 
them. Please direct all correspondence to the 
Chairman, Irene Branham, California Library 
Association, P. O. Box 963, Sacramento. 
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NEWS ROUNDUP 


Summary of News of the CLA Districts, Sections and Committees, and 
Other Library Activities in California 


CLA Officers and Committee 
Chairmen 


The exigencies of altering conditions 
have caused a number of changes re- 
cently in the CLA officer and committee 
lists. 


CLA First Vice President-President 
Elect Gretchen Knief Schenk has re- 
signed as the result of her leaving Cali- 
fornia to become the Washington State 
Librarian. Clara Dills, former Second 
Vice President, has become the First 
Vice President and President Elect. 
Dorothy M. Drake, Librarian of Scripps 
College Library, has been appointed to 
fill the vacancy in the position of Second 
Vice President. Blanche Galloway ac- 
cepted Mrs. Schenk’s post as State Nom- 
inator for the Yosemite District. 

Mrs. Katherine W. Dombaugh, for- 
mer President of the Golden Empire 
District, moved out of that district to 
become librarian of the Ukiah Public 
Library. Vice President Miriam C. 
Maloy then became District President. 
Margaret Klausner has been appointed 
Golden Empire Vice President. 


Frederick A. Wemmer, former Vice 
President of the Portola District, is now 
serving as a post librarian in the armed 
forces. Mrs. Ella Whittle Pimentel ac- 
cepted the appointment of Portola Dis- 
trict Vice President. Mr. Wemmer was 
also the Advertising Manager for the 
CLA Bulletin. Elizabeth Paterson has 
taken over those duties. 


Peter McCormick, who was Vice 


* Winifred Andrews, Junior High School Library, 
South Pasadena; Avis Bryson, Fire Underwriters 
Assn., Merchants Exchange Bldg., San Francisco; 
Robert L. Gitler, State College Library, San Jose; 
Carrie Sheppard, Public Library, Fullerton; Mrs. 
Thelma C. Jackman, Chairman, Municipal Refer- 
ence Library, 300 City Hall, Los Angeles. 
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President-President Elect of the San 
Francisco Bay District, is now in the 
Army. Robert Vosper is filling that 
Vice Presidency. 

When Albert C. Gerould joined the 
Army, Jerome K. Wilcox took his place 
as chairman of the California State 
Documents Committee. 


Associations and Library Clubs 


The librarian of Pan-American Air- 
ways, Mrs. Dorothy Andrew Williams, 
was elected president of the Special 
Libraries Association, San Francisco Bay 
Region Chapter, at their annual busi- 
ness meeting on May 21, 1942. Mrs. 
Williams, who organized and continues 
to direct the library activities on Treas- 
ure Island for the famous airways com- 
pany, has been an active member of the 
local group of special librarians. Mrs. 
Williams accepted the gavel of office 
from the retiring president, Avis Bryson, 
Librarian of the Fire Underwriters Asso- 
ciation of the Pacific. Other new officers 
elected for 1942-43 were: Anne M. 
Avakian, Librarian of the California 
Forestry and Range Experiment Station, 
Berkeley, as Vice President and Editor; 
Ellen J. Cornish, of the Oakland Public 
Library's Reference Department, as Sec- 
retary-Treasurer; and Mrs. Agnes G. 
Reinero, Librarian of the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company, as Executive Board 
Member. 

The Southern California Chapter of 
the Special Libraries Association held its 
annual meeting at the Biltmore Hotel, 
Los Angeles, in June. Althea Warren, 
City Librarian of Los Angeles, was guest 
of honor and told of her experiences as 
director of the Victory Book Campaign. 
Officers for the year were elected as fol- 
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lows: Mrs. Margaret Gledhill, Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
President; Mrs. Dorothy Rosen, Univer- 
sity of Southern California Library, Vice 
President and program chairman; Mrs. 
Hope Titus, Los Angeles Railway, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer; and Josephine Herr- 
mann, Municipal Reference Library, 
Executive Board Member. 


The Association of Children’s Libra- 
rians of Northern California has as its 
chairman for 1942-43 Dorothy Hamilton 
of Palo Alto Public Library. 


The Southern Section, California 
School Library Ass'n has its program for 
the fall season outlined as follows. Regu- 
lar Book Breakfast meetings are sched- 
uled for Saturday morning October 3rd 
and November 7th as announced by 
Marjorie Schramling, newly elected 
president. Elsie Hill is chairman of the 
Book Breakfast committee. The Christ- 
mas meeting and luncheon are to be held 
Saturday morning, December 5th, at the 
Elks Club in Los Angeles. Vera Walls 
will talk on “Books of the Year for Chil- 
dren.” Dr. Helen MacKnight Doyle will 
be the luncheon speaker. There will also 
be an exhibit of children’s books. 

Members of the Orange County Li- 
brary Club were the guests of the Fuller- 
ton Public Library staff on June 17. New 
officers were elected: Nancy Lee Car- 
michael, Fullerton Junior College Li- 
brary, President; Carrie Sheppard, Ful- 
lerton Public Library, Vice President 
and program chairman; and Ruth 
Wirths, Anaheim Public Library, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. The membership of this 
club is composed of all librarians in 
Orange County. 

The Library Executives of Los An- 
geles County held their quarterly meet- 
ing July 21 at the Santa Monica Public 
Library. Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers 
told of her experiences telling stories in 
the New York Public Library, comparing 


the reactions of the children of today 
with those of several years ago. Dr. 
Mary Duncan Carter reported on the 
ALA Convention. Evelyn Huston, 
chairman of the sub-committee on Local 
Documents of the Southern District re- 
ported on a plan for cooperative ex- 
change of documents among local libra- 
ries. There was some discussion of hold- 
ing meetings each two months instead 
of at three month intervals. The next 
meeting will be held at Glendale, Sep- 
tember 15. 

Mrs. Arlene Kern Custer of Claremont 
Colleges succeeds Mrs. Bertha Hardy as 
President of the San Antonio Library 
Association for 1942-43. Mrs. Ayres was 
elected Secretary-Treasurer and Mrs. 
Verna Clapp, Helen Rees and Bessie 
Sheppard were named to the board of 
directors. 


Miscellaneous News Items | 


Berkeley Public Library reports fif- 
teen former employees now with the 


armed forces. All employees have com- 
pleted a nine weeks’ course in air raid 
defense. A retirement system for Berk- 
eley employees went into effect this 
year. Those under seventy years of age 
must work one year before asking .for 
retirement. 


* * * 


Many Southern California Librarians 
attended the opening of the library in 
the new United States Navy Hospital 
at Norco, on July 15. Jane Dick, 
Librarian, was hostess and was assisted 
by some of the men and by the Gray 
Ladies of the American Red Cross, the 
latter serving tea to the guests. 

* * * # 

The Board of Library Examiners held 
an examination at the Los Angeles 
Public Library on May 28 and at the 
State Library May 29. Eight of the 
thirteen candidates were successful in 
the written and oral tests and were 
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granted certificates of qualification for 
the position of county librarian, as fol- 
lows: Frances Hahn, Ethel Helliwell, 
Margretta Marshall, Frances Murphy, 
Flora Elizabeth Reynolds and Elizabeth 
Scarf. John Henderson, of the State Li- 
brary, and Mrs. Katherine W. Watson, 
formerly Plumas County Librarian, also 
passed the examination and have been 
granted renewals of their certificates. 















































* * & * 








V.B.C. Although the concentrated 
drive for books for the armed forces 
closed in the spring. V.B.C. Headquar- 
ters are still maintained in New York, 
and California librarians are still work- 
ing steadily to gather and distribute book 
donations. In the Oakland Public Library, 
Mr. Kaiser says, “We are still doing quite 
a little in regard to the collection and sort- 
ing of these V.B.C. books and their fur- 
ther distribution. Lately, we have estab- 
lished a fine library in the new Metro- 
politan Officers Center sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Club here in the Hotel 
Leamington, one in a colored soldiers’ 
Hospitality House in de Fremery Park, 
and have added to the couple of hundred 
books previously given to the USO Hos- 
pitality House.... We have given books 
to the families of the men at the Ala- 
meda Naval Aid Training Station in 
a center they have established and to 
Highland Hospital here. We now have 
a request from the Cadet Flying School 
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at St. Mary’s in Moraga for 4,000 books 
and are working on that problem.” 
. . s.@ 

Defense Information Centers. The 
State Council of Defense has gone on 
record with a recommendation to county 
and local defense offices that they co- 
operate with local libraries for establish- 
ment in information centers; that such 
centers be set up in local libraries when- 
ever practical. The chairman of the 
Research and Planning Committee has 
been authorized to present a plan to the 
Executive Director of the State Defense 
Council for assistance to libraries in 
setting up such offices. 

> a ee 

The Richmond Public Library opened 
its new Macdonald Avenue Branch on 
June 22, to help provide library service 
for the town’s greatly augmented popu- 
lation of war workers. Librarian Coit 
Coolidge says, “Being unable to get pri- 
orities for a building at this time, we took 
over a very old and dark store space in a 
good location near the intersection of the 
two main arterials on the eastern side of 
town. The Branch is 15 ft. wide by 39 ft. 
long, with shelf space for 3000 volumes. 
With intensive effort, which included in- 
stallation of new Gaylord furniture, 
some light paint and new linoleum floor 
covering, fluorescent lights, and about 
1500 new books, we contrived to be 
quite new and bright on the opening 
day.” 
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ALA CONVENTION 1942 


GracE Murray, CLA Delegate 


“Winning the War and the Peace— 
How Libraries Can Help” was a theme 
that attracted 2350 delegates to the 
American Library Association Confer- 
ence in Milwaukee the last week in 
June. 

As if by pre-arrangement (which each 
speaker promptly denied) all the talks 
emphasized two basic ideas: first, that 
this World War II is a war of ideolog- 
ies, that this is a time when words are 
nearly as important as bombs, that 
people now more than ever before need 
specific facts to reason with, and that 
libraries have a great job before them 
to provide the means for such education. 
The second consideration was of the re- 
construction period to follow inevitably 
the end of the war, with many readjust- 
ments to be made because of the greatly 
accelerated pace of change in conditions 
of living. 

Reconstruction must be based on 


knowledge and understanding between 


all the peoples involved. Again and 
again it was emphasized that we are 
lacking in such knowledge and under- 
standing of peoples of other countries, 
that ignorance of other cultures is our 
great weakness. Harry M. Lydenberg 
reminded us that, since the current is 
now swinging north and south between 
the Americas in things both intellectual 
and economic, it is of immediate import 
that we learn much about Latin Amer- 
ica and its people. The “good neighbor 
policy” will have to be a permanent 
practice, not just a war time measure. 
Clarence A. Dykstra urged the neces- 
sity of relating opinion to fact, the 
wisdom of “masticating the facts before 
formulating an opinion,” and the basic 
need for immediate education through 
study and reading. It is up to all edu- 
cational institutions, he said, including 
libraries, to adapt their facilities to meet 


present and future conditions and to feel 
the current need for what they can con- 
tribute. Librarians must not be mere 
flunkies. They must be teachers, aggres- 
sive in the business of getting informa: 
tion to the people who should have it. 
And to do that they must themselves 
have an adequate picture of the whole 
problem of total war and must know 
what is to be done and what is not yet 
being done. 

The Librarian of Congress, Archibald 
MacLeish, was most emphatic in his 
claim that it will no longer do just to 
defend what we want to keep, but that 
we must put up an offensive fight 
against what we oppose. The Fascist 
attack is on the scholarly world, he said. 
“The city of the mind cannot be defend- 
ed by deserting it to fight on other 
fronts. . . . The battles of belief must 
not be lost.” 

Edgar A. Mowrer declared that “It 
is gospel truth that books could have 
prevented this war. . Whether we 
get a foolish peace or a peace of dis- 
cernment will result very largely from 
the kind of books our people read be- 
tween now and the day the peace con- 
gress gets going.” 

Then, like the “voice of experience” 
came the recorded telephone message 
from London. Lionel McColvin ex- 
pressed the sympathetic understanding 
of English librarians for their American 
colleagues now also under disheartening 
difficulties in wartime. “Yet, the only 
good that will come out of this war is 
the good that we ourselves can put into 
it by seizing its opportunities. And so 
at your meetings I say to you—do not 
worry about your difficulties. Discuss 
instead your opportunities.” 

The opportunities were recognized by 
President Roosevelt in his message to the 
conference at the last general session. 
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“You are on guard not only against the 
threat of violence and destruction that 
may come to our libraries from beyond 
our borders but also against the slower 
death by neglect and disparagement that 
may imperil them from within. In your 
charge is the living record of all that 
man has accomplished in the long labor 
of liberty. By keeping that record al- 
ways before the eyes of the American 
people you give them renewed strength 
in their struggle against the dark back- 
wash of tyranny.” 

Keyes D. Metcalf, in his inaugural 
address as President of the American 
Library Association, outlined the basic 
needs in both war and peace as these 
three: to strengthen the personnel in our 
libraries; to make the best possible use 
of library income; to increase library 
resources and build up collections. He 
requested in conclusion that the Asso- 
ciation’s keynote for the year be “The 
Library's Contribution to the War 
Effort.” 


Altogether, it was a very red-white- 
and-blue convention that ALA members 
attended this year in Milwaukee, with 
flags being waved both literally and fig- 
uratively at meetings and banquets and 
receptions all through the week. And 
when the “Star Spangled Banner” had 
been sung fervently by those two thou- 
sand librarians at the last general session 
on June 26th, delegates left the confer- 
ence with a solemn sense of the great 
responsibility of libraries to provide the 
public with educational material and un- 
biased facts in this time of war. 

California librarians on the official 
program of the ALA conference were 
Clara Breed (San Diego P. L.), Fanny 
Alice Coldren (U. C. L. A.), Frances 
Christeson (U. S. C.), Rosemary Livsey 
(Los Angeles P. L.), Edith Titcomb 
(Woodrow Wilson Junior High School), 
and Jerome Wilcox, Mrs. Barbara 
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Cowles and Harold Leupp from the Uni- 
versity of California. Grace Murray 
was appointed CLA delegate to the 
ALA Council. Other Californians par- 
ticipating in the meetings were Jessie 
Hume, Marion Reynolds, Lelia Price, 
Dorothy Chandler, and Dr. Mary D. 
Carter. 


There was long and enthusiastic ap- 
plause following the announced election 
of Althea Warren, Librarian of the Los 
Angeles Public Library and recent direc- 
tor of the Victory Book Campaign, as 
First Vice President-President Elect of 
the American Library Association for 
1942-43. Californians elected to the 
ALA Council are John B. Kaiser (Oak- 
land P. L.) and Dr. Evelyn Steel Little 
(Mills College). The Junior Members 
Round Table chose Robert Gitler (San 
Jose State College) as Vice President- 
President Elect of that group for the 
ensuing year. 


Milwaukee was a most hospitable and 
good-natured convention city. It even 
provided cool weather for the visitors all 
that week in June —as well as a free 
flow of the brew “that made Milwaukee 
famous” — along with a tremendous 
Dutch lunch and a troupe of chubby Ba- 
varian musicians and dancers (complete 
with knee pants and feathered caps) at 
the reception on the opening night of the 
convention. 

High on the list of memories, too, are 
recollections of the good German restau- 
rants with their “hearty food”; the love- 
ly drive along the shore of Lake Michigan; 
the civic auditorium’s steps sparkling as 
if set with a thousand diamonds; the 
many-bridged Milwaukee River that split 
the city down the middle; the travel bu- 
reau’s enticing cruise on the Great Lakes 
and down the St. Lawrence River into 
French Canada; the friendliness of the 
group which took part in this conference 
of library delegates from all over America. 
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NEWSPRINT 


“Miss Ellen B. Frink, Monterey County 
librarian, sent the following notice to cus- 
todians of community Seah libraries, stres- 
sing the value of books and reading in a 
longtime maintenance of civilian morale: 

“*The work the library can do in wartime 
is not spectacular, but in England it was 
found important in holding up civilian morale. 
May I suggest that through your acquaint- 
ances and organizations you stress particu- 
larly: 

1. Books to be read to the pre-school child, 
the older members of the family, and any 
others physically unable to go about under 
present conditions of travel; 

2. As blackout curtains, etc., are installed, 
the providing of reading for members of the 
family not on special duty, according to indi- 
vidual taste, as a weapon against restlessness: 

3. The reading of excerpts from books at 
meetings to take the place of speakers or 
other items on the program not possible at 
present; 


4, Interesting suitable groups in delivering 
and returning books for shutins, if no mem- 
ber of the family can make the needful calls.” ™ 

(Salinas Index-Journal 12/18/41) 


** *# & 


“Culminating more than two years of re- 
search and effort, the Santa Barbara Govern- 
ment Reference Center has been opened in 


the Public Library. The announcement names 
as director of the ‘Center’ Dr. Mackenzie 
Brown, Professor of Government at Santa 
Barbara College .. . 

“The Government Reference Center was 
created primarily to meet the needs of gov- 
ernment officials in the Santa Barbara area, 
particularly during the existing emergency. 
... To function as a research agency for 
the obtaining and dissemination of informa- 
tion requested by government agencies. To 
cooperate in the training of emergency gov- 
ernment personnel. .. . Although open to 
the public, library material will circulate out- 
side only to officials of the Army, Navy, 
federal, state, and local governments. 

“The furnishing of the center was financed 
by a donation from a local citizen interested 
in the project. The clerical help involved in 
organizing of reference maby was chiefly 
supplied by the State NYA, who financed the 
work of three State College students on a 
part time basis. The director...is serving 
without compensation. 

“The ‘Center’ will use the new Anderson 
Glidden classification system in the organiza- 
tion of its material. This system, recently 
issued by the Public Administration Clearing 
House of Chicago and the American Library 
Association is recognized as the most scientific 
classification scheme yet devised for public 


administration materials. Its use here repre- 
sents one of the first adoptions in the United 
States, and will greatly facilitate the use of 
the Center.” 
(Santa Barbara News Press 5/25/42) 
eee * 


“The staff of the Fullerton public library 
has issued an interesting 11-page booklet, 
entitled “The Home Front’ as a Cite in ad- 
justment to the new fashion of life. 

“With the idea in mind that the home life 
of children as well as adults will be changed 
because of the increasing demands of the war, 
the members of the library staff worked to- 
gether, preparing suggestions for fostering 
closer family relationships and increasing the 
morale of each member of the family through 
reading and recreation. 

“The booklet, which contains many valu- 
able thoughts, is interesting and _ helpful, 
librarians said. Included in the contents are 
games and entertainment for the children, 
hobbies to ride, good times together out-of- 
doors, songs for the family, living with neigh- 
bors, books for the family to read together 
and books for keeping up with the times.” 
{Fullerton News-Tribune 5/22/42) 
eee 


“San Francisco city departments yesterday 
reported a budget of $87,458,785, which will 
be requested of the U. S. Public Works Re- 
serve for post-war projects to cushion the 
economic shock of the war's end. 

“The budget has been requested hy the 
works reserve departments a all cities and 
counties in the Nation. . . . 

“Public Library: $437,800 for 10 new 
branch libraries.” 

(San Francisco Chronicle 6/4/42) 
** * & 


If we can trust you with our lives we 
can surely trust you with a book,’ said the 
young lady librarian to the knowledge-hungry 
soldier without a library card. 

“That's the little incident which Miss Doris 
Garcelon, San Luis Obispo librarian, repeated 
to city council members this week when ex- 
plaining the library's policy of letting soldiers 
take books out innledy by merely giving 
the name of their commanding officer. . . . 
She explained that very few, if any, books 
have been lost by this plan of allowing service 
men to check books out without a card.” 

(San Luis Obispo Tele-Tribune 7/8/42) 


** ££ 


“Serving not only as a reading and refer- 
ence room, but also as executive headquarters 
for the civilian defense activities of local phy- 
sicians, the new Santa Barbara County Med- 
ical library at Cottage hospital has already 
become an important adjunct of local medical 
work. It was formally opened last week on 


“we 
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the first floor of the Bliss wing of the hos- 
pital, and is now open every morning and 
evening from Monday through Friday. Using 
it are the medical fraternity, the staff of Hoff 
General hospital, and nurses, lawyers and 
other professional men and women who need 
information on medical subjects . . . Patients 
also get consideration. Current fiction and 
non-fiction books for their enjoyment are on 
hand, and adjoining the patients’ section is 
the occupational therapy department set up 
by Miss Elizabeth Mosle to provide activities 
for the chronically ill and convalescent. . . . 


“The library was made possible by the gift 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Wood of Carpinteria 
in establishing the county medical trust fund. 
. . . On the library staff are Mrs. Clarence 
Rouse, librarian, and Miss Mosle and Mrs. 
Blair Cameron, assistant librarians.” 


(Santa Barbara News Press 6/14/42) 


* * * & 


“Lodi’s contribution to the war efforts of 
the United Nations will not be forgotten. 
To preserve for posterity the names and ac- 
complishments of Lodi men in all branches 
of the armed service, the Lodi Public Library 
is preparing biographical sketches of all these 
men for the local history files, Miss Amy 
Boynton, librarian, announced yesterday. 


“In order that these biographical sketches 
may be complete, all families with members 
in the navy, army, marine corps or coast 
guard are asked to notify the library either 
in person or by mail. Miss Boynton asks that 
families of such men include a short sketch 
of the men’s lives and to turn in pictures for 
the library files if possible.” 


(Lodi Times 7/15/42) 


* * € * 


“Three new services for patrons have been 
inaugurated by the Glendale Public Library, 
these being cards of introduction for persons 
removing to other communities temporarily 
or permanently, library cards for men in 
military service and cards for air school 
students. 


“ ‘Introduction’ cards help cut the red tape 
confronting a newcomer in any city who 
desires to obtain library books but has not 
had time to qualify himself by getting his 
name on the property owner list, in the city 
directory or in the telephone book. Many 
librarians accept these introduction cards in 
lieu of a guarantor, it was explained by Mrs. 
Bess Yates, Glendale librarian. The cards 
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specify that the holder has been a patron in 
good standing of the Glendale library. The 
patron, to get ‘such a card, must turn in his 
library card. 

“Cards for those in military service are 
issued, good for one year, to those who apply 
and furnish required information, such as 
name, home address, name of his superior 
officer and designation of his unit. 


“Aviation school workers are given cards 
when the application is signed by a guarantor 
representing the school, usually the educa- 
tional director.” 

(Glendale News-Press 5/21/42) 


* * * & 


“A 7 per cent loss in circulation has been 
reported at the city library since the Japanese 
evacuation last month, Grace Taylor, city 
librarian, reported. .. . The entire library 
system in the city (Sacramento) indicates a 
decrease in aggregate circulation last month 
from 55,585 in May 1941, to 47,844, when 
compared to last month. 

“Miss Taylor declared, however, that there 
are an average of 150 new cards a month 
being issued to new subscribers, which indi- 
cates that there is as much reading as last 
year at this time, but that patrons are not 
taking so many books out of the library. 

“At the same time she said there is an 
increased demand for literature on civilian 
defense, ranging from pamphlets on how to 
take care of pets in a blackout to how to 
camouflage city buildings.” 

(Sacramento Union 6/7/42) 


* ee * 


““Dear Herb Caen’s: I do enjoyed read- 


ing your mail in Chronicle. Now please tell 
me what's wrong with the Public Library 
every time one read books a page is missing 
and is spoil our story so why don’t Books 
Binders shop repair it right and take notice? 

““‘Our Public Library get bad that way 
with pages missing. So some peoples go to Cir- 
culating Library 10 cents. So why not Public 
Library have books with all pages in one do 
enjoyed reading a Books with all pages in. 

“““Why don’t Library do their own repair. 
The Book Binders shop spoil it. San Fran- 
cisco.—K..” 

“Well, after all, what's one teensy-weensy 
page in a drate big books? Some of the 
current books read like the publisher had 
omitted every other page, anyway.” 


(San Francisco Chronicle 7/19/42) 





CITATION OF TRUSTEES 


The second annual award of the ALA 
Jury on Citation of Trustees was made 
at the Milwaukee Conference, June 
1942. The late James Oliver Modisette 
was unanimously elected by the jury to 
receive the citation of award. Mr. Mo- 
disette had been active in promotion of 
libraries in his own state since 1926, had 
served on the Louisiana Library Com- 
mission as its Chairman, and at the re- 
quest of the Governor of his state had 
acted as a one-man commission during 
the governmental reorganization in Lou- 
isiana. In addition to his years of de- 
voted service to libraries in his own 


state he had been active in promotion of 
libraries throughout the nation, support- 
ing the state and federal aid for equali- 
zation of library opportunity, speaking 
before both library meetings of educators 
and other citizen groups. 


The first awards of the jury were 
made at the Boston conference in June 
1941. Two trustees were selected by the 
jury to receive the citation of merit: 
Rush Burton, Lavonia, Georgia, in rec- 
ognition of his enthusiastic support of 
library service, which fostered coopera- 
tion resulting in county-wide library 
service for Franklin County, and the 
other to William E. Marcus, Montclair, 
New Jersey. The jury recognized Mr. 


Marcus’ unfailing interest in basic library 
problems, his willingness to study these 
problems and to work toward the solu- 
tion of them. 


The third annual award of the jury 
will be made at the Toronto conference 
in June 1943. The jury asks that recom- 
mendations for trustees to be cited for 
outstanding achievement or contribution 
to library development be sent in now. 

The jury stresses the fact that equal 
consideration will be given to trustees of 
small and large libraries and for service 
on the local, state or national level. It 
must be remembered also that the service 
to libraries by the trustees nominated 
need not be spectacular nor dramatic to 
be considered by the jury. Any library 
board, individual trustee, state library 
agency, state library association, state 
trustee organi’ation or the trustees divi- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion may send in recommendations to the 
jury. The recommendations must be ac- 
companied by the full record of the can- 
didates’ achievements and should be in 
the hands of the jury not later than De- 
cember 1, 1942. Address correspondence 
to Laurance J. Harwood, Chairman, Jury 
on Citation of Trustees, American Li- 
brary Association, 520 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago. 
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The Macmillan Company of San Francisco was 


established and is maintained to: 


Serve the libraries and schools 


PROMPTLY. 


Serve the libraries and schools 
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Serve the libraries and schools 


INTELLIGENTLY. 


We maintain complete stock of all Macmillan 
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